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ST, LUCIA. 
Currency : 12 PENCE=I SHILLING ; 20 SHILLINGS=I £=$4.87—U. S. CURRENCY. 


ADHESIVE STAMPS. 


December 18th, 1860. 8 (6p) emerald green 
Engraved in taille douce, portrait of Queen November Igth, 1864. 
Victoria, on white wove paper watermarked Same type, paper and impression as pre 
a six rayed star. The denomination of ceding issue. Watermarked Crown and €.C 
value is not expressed on the stamp. Size ‘ 
a y I, Perforated 12%. 
18%x22% mm. 1 id 
2 2 ) (1p) black 
10 (4p) yellow 
II (6p) violet 
12 (1sh) orange 


II. Perforated 14. 

13 (1p) black 
14 (4p) yellow 
15 (6p) violet 
16 (1sh) orange 

Variety: Vertical half of 4 penny yellow 
used as 2 penny. 
17 (2p) yellow (half of 4p) 





Perforated 14% to 16. 


I (1p) lake : f 

2 (4p) deep blue September, 1881. 

3 (6p) deep yellow green Same type, paper and impression as pre- 
1863. ceding issue, with value surcharged horizon- 


tally across the stamp in black. Water- 


Same type as preceding issue, engraved on . 
yP popup Droseagllto. te marked Crown and C, C 


white wove paper. Watermarked Crown 
and C. C, 
Perforated 12% 
4 f p) lake 
5 4p) slate blue 
6 (6p) emerald green 
Varieties: Imperforate. 
7 (4p) slate blue 
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Perforated 14, 
18 %p green, black surcharge 
19 2246p scarlet, black surcharge 


April, 1882. 


Same type, paper and impression as pre- 
ceding issue. Watermarked Crown and C.C. 

Perforated 14. 

20 tp black, carmine surcharge 

Variety: « penny stamps cut vertically in 
two, each half being used as %4 penny. 

21 %p black, carmine surcharge (half of rp) 

1883. 

A. Provisional issue. 

I penny stamps of the 1864 issue surcharg- 
ed in M, S. ‘‘rd” in the center and a numeral 
‘*r” in each of the four corners in violet ink. 
Watermarked Crown and C. C, 

Perforated 14. 

22 tp black, violet surcharge 

Variety : Without the numeral “tr” in the 
corners. 

23 Ip black, violet surcharge 

B. Regular issue. 

Same type, paper and impression as the 
issues of 1881-82, Watermarked Crown 
and C, A. 

I. Perforated 14. 
24 ‘\p green, black surcharge 
25 tp black, carmine surcharge 
26 3p dark blue, carmine surcharge 
27 4p yellow, black surcharge 
28 6p violet, ws si 


29 Ish orange, ‘‘ 
Varieties : 
a. “ONE” spelt ‘“‘ONEE.” 
30 1p black, carmine surcharge 


b. Without surcharge. 
31 (3p) dark blue 
32 (6p) violet 

Nos. 26 and 31 are probably Revenue 
stamps from which the surcharge has been 
removed. 

II. Perforated 12. 

33 4p yellow, black surcharge 

July 6th, 1883. 

Typographed on white wove paper, por- 
trait of Queen Victoria. Size 183/x224%4mm. 
Wate: marked Crown and C, A, 





Perforated 14. 
34 4p green 
35 Ip rose 
36 2%p blue 
January 1885. 
Stamps of tke issue of 1863 surcharged 
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with new value in black, Watermarked 


Crown and C, C, 





Perforated 12%. 
37. %p emerald green, black surcharge 
38 6p slate blue, black surcharge 

These stamps were prepared for issue, but 
never went into use. 


1885. 


Same type, paper and impression as the 
issue of July, 1883. Watermarked Crown 
and C, A. 

Pei forated 14. 

39 4p brown 
40 6p lilac 
41 Ish orange 

February, 1886, 

Same type, impression and paper as pre- 
ceding issue. The body of all the stamps is 
printed in lilac and the inscriptions at the 
top and bottom are printed in green on tke 
3p, blueonthe 6p and carmine on the Ish. 
Watermarked Crown ard C, A. 

Perforated 1 4. 

42 Ip lilec 

43 3p lilac and green 

44 6p lilac and blue 

45 tsh lilac and carmine 


1889-93. 

Same type as preceding issue, but re- 
engraved. Typogiaphed on white wove 
paper. The differences between the re- 
engraved and the preceding type are as 
follows: In the re-engraved, the lines of 
the ground work are thinner, the upper part 
of the second jewel of the band of the crown 
is like a large white dot, and this jewel does 
not touch the line below it; the lines of 
shading in the lower part of the neck are 
longer than in the first type. Watermarked 
Crown and C, A, 

Perforated 14. 

46 Wp green 

47 Ip lilac 

48 2%p blue 

49 3p lilac and green 
50 4p brown (1893) 

51 tsh lilac and carmine 
52 5sh lilac and orange 
53 _—‘tosh lilac and black 


January 29th, 1892. 
Provisional issue. 
I. 4 penny stamps of the issue of 188, 
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surcharged in black with new value. 
marked Crown and C. A. 





Perforated 14. 
54 Ip on 4p brown, black surcharge 
II. 3 penny stamps of the issues of 
1886-89 surcharged with new value in black. 
Watermarked Crown and C, A, 


aN Ai 
Perforated 14. 
55 \%pon 3p lilac and green, black sur- 
charge 
56 %pon 3p lilac and green, black sur- 
charge, (re-engraved type) 
Variety ; Double surcharge and additional 
surcharge on reverse of stamp. 
57 %pon3plilac and green, black sur- 
charge, (re-engraved type) 

III. 6 penny stamps of the issue of 1886 
cut vertically in two and each half sur- 
charged with new value in black. Water- 
marked Crown and C. A 








Perforated 14. 
58 %pon half of 6p lilac and blue, black 
surcharge (right half) 
59 %pon half of 6p lilac and blue, black 
surcharge (left half) 


STAMPS USED FOR POST- 
AGE 


REVENUE 


1882-84. 
Various revenue stamps of the issues of 
1881 to 1833. 


Watermarked Crown and C.C., 





Water- 
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III. 

Perforated 14, 
101 Ip black, carmine surcharg Ze, type I 
102 4p yellow, black 
103 6p violet, 2 = = 
104 (1)shorange ‘‘ = " 
105 Ip black, carmine “8 type 2 
106 4p yellow, black ; 
107 6p lilac nt: a “5 
108 %%p green 7 sa type 3 
10g (1)sh orange ‘ type 4 

Variety ; SHILEING instead of SHILLING. 


110 _(1)sh orange, black surcharge, type 1 
d, Watermarked Crown and C, A. 





I. Perforated 14, 


III 1p black, carmine surcharge, type 5 
112 2p pale blue, black 

113 3p deep blue, carmine ‘‘ - 
II4 4p yellow, black = vs 
II5 6p violet = 23 = 
116 tp black, carmine i type 6 


(Revenue Ir mm.) 
117 Ip black, carmine surcharge, type 6 
(Revenue 13 mm.) 
118 &%p green, black surcharge, type 7 
119 1p black, carmine ” 
120 tsh orange, black “ig “ca 
Variety; Double surcharge, one inverted 
at top. 
121 Ip black, carmine surcharge, type 7 
II. Perforated 12. 
122 4p yellow, black surcharge, type 7 


1884. 


Revenue stamps of the issue of 1883. 
Watermarked Crown and C, A, 





47° 


————— 





ST. LUCIA] 
ae 


‘hie 
NI: 
4, Xie 





Perforated 14. 
123 1p rose, black surcharge 
1885. 


Revenue stamps of the same date. Water 





Perforated 14. 
124 Ip slate, carmine surcharge 
125 Ip lilac, black surcharge 


REGISTRATION ENVELOPES. 
December 20th, 1887. 


Stamp embossed on 
lined envelope. 


Linen 


right flap. 





1° Size 152x97 mm. 
151 2p ultramarine 
2° Size 202x 127 mm. 
2p ultramarine 
WRAPPERS. 
December Igth, 1887. 
Stamp typographed at right on manila 
paper. 


152 





Size 125x300 mm. 


201 %p green 
202 Ip carmine 
COUNTERFEITS. 


We do not know of any good forgeries of 
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the stamps of this colony, but revenue stamps 
with the revenue cancellations washed off 
and replaced by counterfeit postal cancella- 
tions are plentiful 





S]?) THOMAS AND 
ISLANDS. 


Currency: 1000 REIS=I MILREIS=$1,08 — 
U. S. CuRRENCY. 


ADHESIVE STAMPS. 


PRINCE 


December 14th, 1869. 


Typographed on thick white wove paper 
Size 21x24 mm, 





Perforated 12%. 
5r black 
ror orange yellow 
2or pale bistre 
2or deep bistre 
25r rose 
2s5r red 
sor green 
1oor violet 
1872-81. 
Same type as preceding issue ; typographed 
on ordimary white wove paper, varying in 
thickness, some appearing on very thin paper. 
I, Perforated 12%. 
9 5r black 
10 ~—_—« ror yellow 
Ir 20r bistre 
I2  25r rose 
13 4or blue (1875) 
14 40r green 
I5 10or violet 
16 200r orange (1877) 
17 300r brown (1877) 
18 300r deep brown 
II. Perforated ‘r3. 
19 5r black 
20 ~—sitior yellow 
21 2or bistre 


mu OMB wW Db 


22 25r rose 

23  4or blue 

24 §0r green 

25 10or gray lilac 
26 200r orange 
27 300r brown 




















AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 


1881-85. 


Same type, paper and impression as pre- 
ceding issue. The § reis is printed from a 
new plate. The difference between the new 
plate and the preceding one consists in the 
figure ‘‘5” in the lower label, which, in the 
new plate, is slanting, instead of straight. 
There are two plates of the 50 reis, the first 
one being that used in the preceding issues, 
in which the figure ‘‘5” of ‘‘s5o” is straight, 
while in the second plate the ‘‘5” is slanting, 
as in the plate for the 5 reis of this issue. 

I. Perforated 12%. 

28 s5r black, type 2 

2g ~=stor green (1881) 

go ~=—_ 20r red (1885) 

31 25r violet (1885) 

32 «= gor yellow (1881) 

33 50r blue, type 1 (1881) 

34 50r deep blue, type 2 
II. Perforated 13. 

35 5r black, type 2 

36 ~=iror green 

37 + 20r red 

38 25r violet 

39 «=_:« gor yellow 

40 50r blue, type I 

4! sor deep blue, type 2 

1885. 

Same type as preceding issue; typograph- 
ed on thick smooth white paper ungummed. 

Perforated 13. 

42 sr black 

43 _—«*or light yellow 
44 +20r light bistre 
45 25r light red 

46 4or blue 

47  50r light green 
48 100r pale lilac 
49 200r orange 

50 300r light brown 
5I ror green 


52 2or iight rose 
53 25r light violet 
54 40r light yellow 
55  =50r light blue 


What we have said in regard to the stamps 
of Angola, Cape Verde, eic., printed on this 
paper will also apply to those of St. 
and Prince Islands. 


~homas 


1887. 
Embossed on thick white paper ; portrait 
Size 21x24 mm. 


of Dom Luiz. 
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I. Perforated 12%. 
56 


5r black 
57 50r blue 
II. Perforated 13 


58 5r black 

59 «or green 

60 2or red 

61 25r lilac 

62 4or chocolate 
63 50r blue 

64 toor brown 
65 200r slate 

66 300r orange 


August 31st, 1889. 


rovisional issue. 


10 reis stamps of the preceding issue sur- 
charged in black with new value. 





Perforated 13. 

67 5r on ror green, black surcharge 
Variety: Without accent over the ‘‘e” of 

reis. 

68 5r on ror green, black surcharge 
December roth, 1889. 


Provisional] issue. 
20 reis stamps of the issue of 1887, 
charged in black with new value. 


sur- 





Perforated 13. 


69 5r on 2or red, black surcharge 
Variety: Surcharge inverted. 
70 sr on 2or red, black surcharge 


June 23d, r8qI. 


Provisional issue. 
40 reis stamps of the issue of 1889, sur} 
charged in black with new value. 
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Perforated 13. 

71 soron 4or chocolate, black surcharge 
Variety : Surcharge inverted. 

72  50r on 4or chocolate, black surcharge 


1895. 


Typographed on thick smooth white paper 
portrait of Dom Carlos. Size 20x23 mm. 


Qysx 


ca 


a (f 





I. Perforated 11x12. 
73 1%5r chocolate 
74  2or lavender 
75 100r brown on buff paper 
76 150r carmine on rose paper 
77. 200r dark blue on blue paper 
78 300r dark blue on buff paper 
II. Perforated 12%. 
79 Sr yellow 
80 __ ror reddish violet 
8r 25r green 
82  5o0r light blue 
83 8or yellow green 
III. Perforated 13. 
84 50r light blue 


NEWSPAPER STAMPS. 
1882. 


Typographed on white wove paper. Size 
20x22 mm. 


HEN | 


I. Perforated 11%4x12. 
201 2%r brown 

II. Perforated 13. 
202 2%r brown 








1893. 
Provisional issue. 
Regular adhesives of the issue of 1887 


surcharged with new value. 





Perforated 13. 
I. Black surcharge. 
203 2%r on Ior green, type I 
204 2%r on 2or red, type I 
205 2'ron Ior green, type 2 
206 2¥ron 2or red, type 2 

Varieties ; Double surcharge, one in black 
and the other in green. 

207 2%x2%r on Ior green, type 2 

208 2%x2%r on 2or red, type 2 
II. Green surcharge. 

209 2%r on 5Sr black, type I 

210 2Mron 2or red, typeI 

211 2%ron 5r black, type 2 

212 2%r on Ior green, type 2 

213 2%r on 2or red, type 2 

Variety : Double surcharge 
214 2%rx 2\r on Ior green, type 2 
215 2%rx 2\%r on 2or red, type 2 

COUNTERFEITS. 

There is a pretty good forgery of the 
stamps of the first issue. Although it is not a 
dangerous one, it might deceive anyone who 
has no genuine stamp to compare with. 
The counterfeit is a trifle smaller than the 
genuine, measuring 20x23% mm. The 
bottom line of the label containing the word 
*‘CORREIO” and the top line of the label con- 
taining the value touch the outer line of the 
frame at the sides in the genuine stamp ; in 
the counterfeit the outer line of the frame is 
of the same thickness as the inner line, while in 
the genuine the outer line is much thicker. 
The counterfeits are either pinperforated 13 
or regular perforation 11%. We know of no 
good forgeries of the stamps of the subse- 
quent issues. 


ST. VINCENT. 


Currency : I2 PENCE=I SHILLING ; 20 SHILI- 
INCGS==I POUND=$4.87—=U. S. CURRENCY. 


ADHESIVE STAMPS. 


May, 1861. 


Engraved in taille douce; portrait of 
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Quzen Victoria. 


White wove paper; no 
watermark, 


Size 19 {x22 mm. 





Roaghly perforated 14 to 15. 
I Ip rose red 
2 6p blue green 

Varieties : 

a. Imperforate vertically. 


3 6p blue green 
b. Imperlorate. 

4 Ip rose red 

= 6p blue green 


6 Ip rose red 
1862. 
Same type, paper and impression as pre- 
ceding issue. 
Clean cut perforation 14% to 15%. 
7 6p yellow green 
1863-66. 
Same type, paper and impression as pre- 
ceding issue. 
I. Clean cut perforation 11 to 13. 
8 Ip rose red 
9 6p blue green 
II. Clean cut perforation 11 to 13 horizon- 
tally and rough perforation 14 to 15 vertically. 
10 Ip rose red 
August, 1866. 
Same type, paper and impression as pre- 
ceding issue. 
I, Rough perforation 14 to I5. 
II Ish dark slate gray 
12 Ish grayish purple 
II, Clean cut perforation 11 to 13 
13 4p deep blue 
III, Clean cut perforation 11 to 13 
horizontally and rough perforation 14 to 15 
vertically. 
14 Ish dark slate gray 
15 Ish grayish purple 
April, 1869. 
Same type, paper and impression as pre- 
ceding issue. 
Clean cut perforation rr to 13 
16 Ish indigo 
September, 1869. 
Same type, paper and impression a: pre- 
ceding issue. 
Clean cut perforation 11 to 13. 
17 4p bright yellow 
18 Ish bright brown 
June, 1871, 


Same type, paper and impressioa as pre- 


ceding issue. Watermarked asix rayed star. 


I, Rough perforation 14 to 15, 
Ig Ip black 
20 6p blue green 
Variety : Imperforate vertically. 
21 Ip black 
II. Clean cut perforation 11 to 13 horizon- 
tally and rough perforation 14 to 15 vertically. 
22 tp black 
June, 1872. 
Same type, impression and paper as pre- 
ceding issue. Watermarked a star. 
I. Clean cut perforation 11 to 13. 
3 Ish rose red 
4 ish dull red 
II. Clean cut perfora‘ion 11 to 13 horizon- 
tally and rough perforation 14 to 15 vertically. 
25 Ish rose red 
574. 


Same type, paper and impression as pre- 
ceding issue. Watermarked a star. 


ww wb 


I, Clean cut perforation 11 tu 13. 
26 Ish pale violet rose 

II, Clean cut perforation 11 to 13 horizon- 
tally and rouzh perforation 14 to 15 vertically. 
27 Ish pale violet rose 


157 


uw" 


Same type, impression and paper as pre- 
ceding issue. Watermarked a star. 

Clean cut perforation I1 to 13. 
28 Ish claret 


1577-50. 


Same type, impression and paper as pre- 
ceding issue. Watermarked a star 

I, Rough perforation 14 to 15 
29 6p yellow green (Oct., 1878) 

II. Clean cut perforation 11 to 13. 
30 4p dark blue (July, 1877) 
31 ish vermilion red (June, 188 

III. Clean cut perforation 11 to 13 hori- 
zontally and rough perforation 14 to I5 


vertically 

32 6p yellow green (Feb., 1877) 

33 Ish vermilion (Feb., 1877) 
May, 1880. 


Provisional issue 

Six penny stamps of the issue of June, 
1871, divided vertically in two by a line of 
perforation gauging 12, each being sur- 
charged in red with new value, as per illus- 
tration, Watermarked a star. 


a 
 < 


1b424.142< 








474 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 


Rough perforation 14 to 15, and one side 
clean cut perforation 12. 
34 Ip on half of 6p blue green, red sur- 
charge (right half) 
35 Ip on half of 6p blue green, red sur- 
charge (left half) 
Variety : Double perforation 12. 
36 Ip on half of 6p blue green, red sur- 
charge (right half) 
June, 1880. 
Same type, paper and impression as pre- 
ceding regular issue for the one penny and 
six penny stamps and a new type for the five 


shillings. Size of the five shillings stamp 
25%4x30 mm. Watermarked a six rayed 
star. 





Clean cut perforation 11 to 13. 
37 Ip pale gray green 
38 6p bright yellow green 
39 5sh rose red 

September, 1881. 

Provisional issue. 

Six penny stamps of the preceding issue 
divided vertically in two by a line of perfora- 
tion gauging 12 and surcharged with new 
value, as per illustration. The top of the 
figure ‘‘1’’ is curved. Watermarked a six 
rayed star. 





Cle:n cut perforation I1 to 13 ; perforated 
12 on one side. 
40 %p on halfof 6p yellow green, red sur- 
charge (right half) 
41. \%p on half of 6p yellow green, red sur- 
charge (left half) 
Varieties: @ 
a. ‘‘r” with straight top. 
42 %p on half of 6p yellow green, red sur- 
charge (right half) 
b. Surcharged vertically. 
43 \%p on half of 6p yellow green, red sur- 
charge (left half) 


November, 1881, 


Provisional issue. 

One shilling stamps of the issue of Feb- 
ruary, 1877, surcharged with new value in 
black, the original value being obliterated by 
a black line. Watermarked a star. 


STVINCENTHE 





Clean cut perforation rr to 13. 


44 4p on Ish vermilion red, black sur- 
charge 
Variety: Black line at top and bottom of 
the stamp. 
45 4p on Ish vermilion red, black sur- 
charge 


December, 1881. 

A. Provisional issue. 

Six penny stamps of the issue of June, 
1880, surcharged in black with new value, 
the original value being obliterated by a 
black line. Watermarked a star. 





Clean cut perforation 11 to 13. 

46 Ip on 6p bright yellow green, black 
surcharge 

b. Regular issue. 

Same type as preceding regular issue for 
the one and four penny stamps and a new 
type for the half penny stamp. Engraved 
on white wove paper. Size of the % penny 
stamp 17x20 mm. Watermarked a star. 





SSH ALFPENNY SS 


Clean cut perforation II to 13. 
47 Mp orange yellow 
48 Ip drab 
49 4p bright ultramarine 
January, 1883. 
Same type, impression and paper as pre- 
ceding issue. Watermarked Crown and C. A. 





Steers 
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Perforated 14. 
50 Ip drab 
51 4p light blue 

February, 1883. 

Same type, impression and paper as one 
penny stamps of the preceding issue, but 
printed in rosy lake and surcharged in black 
with new value, the original value being 
obliterated by a black line. Watermarked 
Crown and C, A, 





Perforated 14. 
$2 2p on Ip rosy lake, black surcharge 

October, 1883. 

Same type, impression and paper as the 
issue of January, 1883. Watermarked Crown 
and C. A. 

Perforated 12. 

53 4p dull blue 
54 6p bright green 
55 Ish orange vermilion 

September, 1884. 

Same type, impression and paper as the 
corresponding values of the preceding issues. 
Watermarked Crown and C. A, 

Perforated 12. 

56 Mp orange yellow 
57 \%p dark green 
58 4p ultramarine 

The first one was prepared for use, but 
was never issued. 

March, 1885. 

Provisional issue. 

2% penny stamps of the issue of February. 
1883, surcharged in black ‘‘1d’’, the original 
value (2% PENCE) being obliterated in black 
by double horizontal lines I mm., apart. 
Watermarked Crown and C. A. 





Perforated 14. 

59 Ip on 2%p rosy lake, black surcharge 
April, 1885. 
Same type, impression and paper as pre- 


ceding regular issues. Watermarked Crown 
and C. A, 


Perforated 14. 
60 Mp dark green 
61 Ip carmine 
62 4p red brown 


June, 1886. 


Same type, impression and paper as pre- 
ceding issue. atermarked CrownandC. A, 
Perforated 14. 
63 Ip pink 
64 Ip rosy lake 
65 4p purple brown 
66 4p lake brown 


October, 1888. 


Same type, paper and impression as cor- 
responding values of preceding regular issues. 
Watermarked Crown and C A. 

Perforated 14. 

67 6p dark lilac 
68 5sh lake 


August, 1889. 


Same type, impression and paper as the 
2% penny stamps of the issue of February, 
1883, but printed in blue. Watermarked 
Crown and C, A, 

Perforated 14. 

69 2p on Ip milky blue, black surcharge 

August, 1890. 


Provisional issue. 

Four penny stamps of the issue of June, 
1886, surcharged in black with new value, 
the original value being obliterated by a black 
line. Watermarked Crown and C, A. 


ExST VINCENT ES 





are Ar LW ou 


Perforated 14. 
70 2%p on 4p lake brown, black surcharge 
November, 1890-91. 
Same type, impression and paper as cor- 
responding values of preceding regular issues. 


Watermarked Crown and C, A. 
Perforated 14. 


71 2%p on tp bright blue, black surcharge 
72 6p pale red lilac 

73 6p deep red lilac 

74 tsh vermilion red 


November, 1892. 

Provisional issue. 

Four penny stamps of the issue of June, 
1886, surcharged in carmine with new value, 


the original value being obliterated by a bar. 
Watermarked Crown and C. A. 





ESSTVINCENT Ss 
* 
ser Wun ocr a" 





Perforated 14. 

75 5p on 4p lake brown, carmine surcharge 

March, 1893. 

I, Same type, impression and paper as 
preceding regular issue. Watermarked Crown 
and C, A. 

Perforated 14. 

76 4p yellow 

II. Same type as the sixpenny stamps of the 
preceding issue, but printed in carmine and 
surcharged in black ‘‘FIVE PENCE” over the 
original value, Watermarked Crown and C.A. 





Perforated 14. 


77 5p on 6p crimson lake, black surcharge 
78 5p on 6p carmine lake, black sur- 
charge 
REVENUE STAMPS USED FOR POST- 
AGE, 


Revenue stamps were never allowed to be 
used for postage in this colony. Nevertheless, 
numerous revenue stamps are found with 
postal cancellation, but this, however, is either 
a forged cancellation or a genuine cancellation 
obtained by favor from some obliging official. 


REGISTRATION ENVELOPES. 


September, 1884. 


_ Stamp typographed on right flap. 
lined paper, 


Linen 





I, Size 131x83 mm., (F) 
201 2p blue 
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II. Size 152x97 mm,, (G) 
202 2p blue 


III, Size 202x127 mm., (H) 
203 2p blue 

IV. 225x102 mm., (H2) 
204 2p blue 

WRAPPERS. 

May, 1893. 

Stamp typographed at right on manila 
paper. 


Cs 


: 


TWINCE NT] 





S.ze 125x300 mm, 
301 Mp green 
302 Ip carmine 
COUNTERFEITS. 


We do not know of any good counterfeits 
of the regular issues of St Vincent, but the 
provisional 4%, 1 and 4 penny stamps of 
1880-81, especially the last, have been 
splendidly counterfeited. Below we de- 
scribe some of the points belonging to the 
genuine stamps. 

Ipenny on half of 6p. 

The perforation dividing the stamp in twc 
is a clean cut perforation, gauging 12. -— 

The measurements of the surcharge are as 
follows : 

Height of figure, 83 mm. 

Width of figure, 1% mm. 

Length of foo: of figure, 34% mm. 

Height of ‘ d,” 3 mm. 

Extreme width of ‘‘d,”” 2 mm. 

Space between ‘‘d” and figure I, 1% mm. 

Space between the figures on the right and 
left halves of the stamp, 8% mm. 

The figure has a straight top projecting 
only to the left. 

¥Y%penny on half of 6p. 


The perforation dividing the stamp is also 
clean cut, gauging 12. 

The measurements are as follows. 

Height of the figure ‘‘1,” 4 mm. 

Height of the figure ‘‘2,” 4 mm. 

Height of the letter ‘‘d,” 4 mm. 

The space between the ‘‘1” and the ’‘2” 
is 2% mm. 

The extreme height from the top of the ‘‘d” 
to the bo‘tom of the numeral ‘‘2” is 1614 mm. 

The space between the letter ‘‘d’”’ and the 
figure ‘‘r” is 2 mm. 
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4pence on I shilling. 


This stamp has been the favorite of the for- 
gers on account of its great rarity, and some 
of these counterfeits are extremely dangerous. 

The perforation is always the clean cut per- 
foration 11 to 13, and never the rough 
perforation 14 to 15, or the compound per- 
foration, clean cut horizontally and rough 
vertically. The color of the surcharge is a 
deep black, heavily impressed, the indentation 
showing clearly through the back of the stamp. 
Although heavily impressed, on all the gen- 
uine copies seen by us the color of the stamp 
shows through the surcharge in various spots. 

The measurements are as follows : 


Height of the letter and figure, 8% mm. 


Width of the vertical stroke of the figure 
“4,” 134 mm. 

Width of the vertical stroke of ‘‘4” at top, 1 
mm, 

Extreme width of the ‘‘4” at bottom, 12% 
mm, 

Extreme width of the ‘‘4” at top, 844mm. 

Extreme width of the ‘‘4” in the centre, 
13 mm. 

The top stroke of the “‘d,” 234 mm., wide. 

The ball of the ‘‘d” measures 5% mm,, 
high. 

The distance between the vertical stroke of 
the “4” and the vertical stroke of the ‘‘d” is 6 
mm. 

The distance between the bar and the bot- 
tom of the ‘‘4” and “d” is 5 mm. 


CATALOGUE OF THE RUSSIAN RURAL STAMPS. 


By WILLIAM 


SCHLUSSELBURG. (St. Peters- 


burg.) 
September 1865. 


Black on colored wove paper, size 16x21¥% 
mm, 





I 5k black on green 


Suppressed in 1866. 


SKOPIN- (Riazan.) 


1871. 


Color on yellowish wove paper, lithograph- 
ed, size 17x24 mm. 





I 3k dull blue 


HERRICK. 


Variety: Printed sideways. 
2 3k dull blue 
End 1878. 
Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 17x24% mm. 





s 


: \ 
VLRO A 





Perforated 114. 


3 3k blue 

Variety - Unperforated. 
4 3k blue 

1888. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed 
size 15x25 mm, 
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Perforated 11%. 
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5 3k green : May 12th, 18go. 
I ~— : Unperforated vertically. Color on yellowish wove paper, lithograph- 
) 3k green ed, size 19x26% mm. 
January Ist, 1892. 
Same unperforated. 
7 3k green 


SMOLENSK. (Smolensk) 


The stamp illustrated here—brought before 
collectors early in 1894—purports to be of an 
early issue of Smolensk but there is very 
much doubt about its genuineness. 








Perforated 11%. 
4 2k pale blue and vermilion 
1891. 
Color on white wove paper, same as pre- 
vious issue, but color changed. 
2 1k pale blue and blue 
6 2k pale blue and carmine 
1891. 





It has been seen printed in blue and black 


and in pink and black. Ys ' 
? Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 


size 21%4x29% mm. 





SOLIKAMSK. (Perm.) 


January Ist, 1887. 


Black on colored wove paper, lithographed, 
size 20%x28 mm. 





Perforated 11%. 
7 4k vermilion 


January 1892. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 19x27 mm, 





I 
December gth, 1887. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 20x28 mm. 





Raya Ho 
Perforated 11%. 

8 2k yellow 
January? 1893. 
Perforated 11%. Color on white wove paper, perforated 11%, 

2 2k bluish purple same as previous issue. 

3 2k mauve 9 2k ultramarine 























es  . 








AMERICAN JOURN. 


Same as 1891 stamp, color changed 
Perforated 11%. 
10 4k emerald green 
1893. 
Color on white wove paper, same as the 
2k of previous issue. 
Periorated 11%, 
II 4k brown 


SOROKA. (Bessarabia-) 
April 3rd, 1878. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 20x2614 mm., the spear heads in corners 
of inner frame are thick and short. 


SEMCKOM 





TU LOU ~~ 


Perforated 12. 
I 3k blue, yellow, pink and black 


1879. 
Same color changed, 
2 3k blue, yellow, vermilion and black 


1880. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
spear heads are 


size 20x26% mm., the 
thinner and larger than in previous issue. 








Perforated 13. 

3 3k blue, yellow, pink and black 
Same on thin white wove paper. 
4 3k blue, yellow, pink and black 


End 1880. 


Color on white wove paper, size 20x26% 
mm.,; same as previous issue but color changed 


the river is not outlined in red. 
Perforated 13. 
5 3k green, rose, yellow and red 


Variety : The green and rose are inverted 


bringing the green band above the castle. 
6 3k green, rose, yellow and red 
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April 1883. 

Color on white wove paper, size 20x26% 
mm.; same as previous issue, but the river is 
outlined in red, color changed. 

Perforated 13. 

7 3k blue, ro:e, yellow and red 

Varieties : 

a. Unperforated horizontally. 

8 3k blue, rose, yellow and red 

b. The blue and rose are inverted, bringing 
the blue band above the castle. 

9 3k blue, rose, yellow and red 

Same but ground gray instead of rose. 
10 3k blue, gray, yellow and red 


October 15th, 1885. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed 
size 21'%4x27 mm. 





Perforated 13. 


II 3k blue, red, brown and black 
Varieties : 
1. Unperforated. 

12 3k blue, red, brown and black 
b. Unperforated vertically. 

13 3k blue, red, brown, and black 


1892. 

Color on white wove paper, lithographed 
Size 21x27 mm. Same as previous issue but 
slightly retouched, 





Perforated 13. 
14 3k blue, red, buff and black 


ENVELOPES. 
1879. 
Same stamp as 1880 adhesive, printed in 
one color in right upper corner. 
51 3k black on white wove paper, size 
160x115 mm, 
The 3k black on yellow wove paper is only 
a proof, 
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1892. SOUMY- (Charkoff.) 


Same stamp as 1892 adhesive, printed in April 1868. 
one color in right upper corner. is : ; 
s20 sk San Lge laid paper, size Color on yellowish wove paper, lithograph- 
42x78 mm. ed, size 1744x22 mm. 


SOUDJA-. (Koursk:) 





1882? 
Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 2814x28% mm. 








tk blue 

2k dark green 

2k light green 

3k vermilion 
1869. 
Same, value changed by manuscript sur- 
charge ‘‘5,” in red ink. 


-Wwnb rH 


Perforated 12%. 
I 5k blue 


January 1886. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 2244x29 mm. 








5 5 on rk blue, red surcharge 
1870, 


= Color on bluish wove paper, lithographed 
size 18x21¥% mm. 








2 5k red 
Same perforated 13. 
3 5k red 
1890. 
Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 21x26 mm. 6 5k red 








1872. 


Same, value changed by manuscript sur- 
charge ‘‘6” in black or red ink, 





Perforated 12. 
4 5k pink, blue and red 
Variety: Unperforated. 7 6 on 5k red, black surcharge 
5 5k pink, blue and red 8 6 on 5k red, red surcharge 





Cea DET 
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SPASSK RIAZANSKI- (Riazan.) STAROBYELSK. (Charkoff.) 
February 13th, 1883. 


} Black on white wove paper, lithographed, January 1876. 
; size Igx25 mm. Color on thick white wove paper, litho- 
; graphed, size 21x27 mm. 





i 
i 
i 











i u . 
I 3k black i, << 
There are two settings up, differing only 
by the distance of the stamps one from another. I 3k ultramarine 
POSTAGE DUE. June 1876. 


February 13th, 1883. , ‘ 
y #3th, 3 Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 21x27 mm. 


j 


Black on colored wove paper, size Igx25 
mm. Same as postage stamp, but inscription 
added under oval. 
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GSR eee Perforated rr. 
SI 3k black on lilac 2 3k ultramarine ' 
s» These stamps were made by retouching the 


8 ri . ere > 
1889. previous issue, so that there are varieties in 
Same, color changed. the flat headed threes in the corners. 
} 52 3k black on magenta. 


End 1881. 


net ee Color on white wove paper, size 21x27 mm. 
STARAIA ROUSSA. (N oVZoOre d.) Retouch of the previous issue, the value is 
April 13th, 1881. wrongly spelled TPN instead of TPH. 
Color on yellowish wove paper, lithograph- 
ed, size 204%x28% mm. 














Perforated 11. 


I sk greenish blue 3 3k ultramarine 
Stamps printed in ultramarine on white and Variety: Unperforated vertically, 
in blue or black on colored papers are reprnts. 4 « 3k ultramarine 











August Ist 1885. 
Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 21x30 mm, 








Perforated 11%. 
5 3k dark blue 


October 15th, 1886. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 194x27 mm. 





Perforated 11%. 
6 3k mauve 
Variety : Unperforated. 
3k mauve 
Of this issue there are unperforated proofs 
printed in various colors on thick glazed paper. 
April 1888. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 181%4x24% mm, 





Perforated 12%. 
8 3k red 
Variettes : 
a. Unperforated vertically. 
9 3k red 
b. Unperforated. 
10 3k red 
1891. 
Color on colored wove paper, retouch of 
previous issue, the scroll work in bottom 
corners is suppressed. 
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<2 





SSS. OCS aa 


Perforated 12%. 
II 3k red on buff 


POSTAGE DUE. 


January 1876. 
Same as January 1876, postage stamps 
51 3k yellow 
June 1876. 
Same as June 1876 postage stamps. 
Perforated 11, 
52 3k lemon yellow 
Variety: Unperforated. 
53 3k lemon yellow 
End 1881. 


Same as end 1881 postage stamps, unper- 
forated. 
54 3k golden yellow 
Same perforated 114. 
55 3k golden yellow 
November 14th, 1885. 
Same as August 1885 postage stamp. 
Perforated 11%. 
56 3k red 
October 15th, 1886. 
Same as October 1886 postage stamp 
Perforated 114. 
57 3k black on gray 
Varieties : 
a. Unperforated horizontally. 
8 3k black on gray 
b. Unperforated vertically. 
59 3k black on gray 
c. Unperforated 
60 3k black on gray 


April 1888. 
Same as April 1888 postage stamps. 
Perforated 12%. 
61 3k green 
Variety : Unperforated vertically. 
62 3k green 
1888, 


Same as 1891 postage stamp on laid paper. 
Perforated 12%. 
63 3k green 


1892. 


Same on colored wove paper. 
Perforated 12%. 
64 3k blue on pale green 
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1893. SYZRAN- (Simbrisk.) 


Color on colored wove paper. 

Previous issue retouched, there is an orn?- 1872. 
ment in each of the bottom corners, Color on surface colored wove paper, size 
15 4x23 mm. 
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Perforated 12%. re 
os < r: ¥ : 
3k blue on pale green , sk blue on magenta 
a ne Variety: Double impression. 
2 5k blue on magenta 
eCTAl/RPNTI Pamar » . : ° 1 
STA KU OL. (Samara-) Of this stamp there are reprints in blue on 


cherry red glazed paper; also counterfeits 


January 5th 1894. blue on blue and black on green paper. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed 


FAMBOFF.- (famboff-) 
1570. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed. 





Perforated 11%. 
I 3k bright blue I 





ra a 1871. 
a ak Black on white wove paper, lithographed 
STCHIGRY: (Koursk, ) size 134x16% mm. 


March 15th, 1882. 
Color on yellowish wove paper, lithograph- 
size 20x26 mm. 





2 3k black 
1872. 
Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 16x16% mm 








I 3k red, blue, yellow, black; arms: red. 





blue and green 
1886. 
Same, color changed. <k lilac 
2 3k red, blue, yellow, bistre; arms: red, 3 on > poles 
blue and green Suppressed in 1876 
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6 no value (5k) black 
Tl CH I N. (Novgorod.) The meh can be found printed ¢e déehe, 
which does not occur in the originals. The 
stamps in which the words on the second line 
begin with large letters are counterfeits. 


1874. 
Color on yellowish wove paper, lithograph- 
ed, size 17%x20% mm. 


1871. 
Color on yellowish wove paper, hand stamp, 
size 34x24 mm. 





No value indicated. 
1 no value (5k) brick red 
2 no value (5k) purple 
3 no value (5k) blue 








1881. 7 5k dark blue 

Reprints on dull white wove paper. End 1874. 
4 no value (5k) vermilion Color on yellowish wove paper, lithograph- 
5 no value (5k) dark blue ed, size 16x20 mm. 


15 types printed in three horizontal rows of five, the lower two words of the oval inscrip- 
tion are reversed and to read them properly, the stamps must be held before a mirror. 


DRI 
T . oo 


* sp 





Se 





8 5k blue (shades) 


THE SO-CALLED LITHOGRAPHED STAMPS OF FRINIDAD. 


By Joun N. Lurr. 





Several years ago some of our leading philatelists devoted a good deal 
of study to the early issues of Trinidad. In the American Journal of 
Philately, for 1889 to 1891, I find a number of interesting articles by Mr. 
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E. D. Bacon and Mr. C. B. Corwin; those written by the former gentlemen 
were incorporated in the London Philatelic Society's work on the British 
Colonies in West /ndies. 

In June, 1889, Mr. Corwin first advanced the theory that the lithographed 
stamps were all printed from one stone, but at different times and in various 
stages of wear. 

In January, 1890, Mr. Bacon read before the London Society an ex- 
haustive treatise on the early issues, much of which was devoted to proving 
that the stamps without value expressed, though printed in various colors, 
were all of the value of one penny. 

Writing of the lithographed stamps Mr. Bacon says: “The stamps 
were produced by a French artist named Charles Pétit, who was living in 
in the island at that time. * * * The stones from which the stamps were 
printed are still preserved in the Colonial Secretary’s Department at Govern- 
ment House. ‘They are both ordinary lithographic stones of a light greyish 
color. The one I designate A, is in shape an irregular narrow upright 
rectangle, measuring g inches in length by 3 1-5 inches at the top, and 
4 11-20 inches at the bottom, and is 134 inches in thickness. It has only one 
design upon it, which is placed about 2 1-5 inches from the bottom of the 
stone. The other, B, is an oblong, measuring 834 by 7% inches with a 


thickness of 1% inches. It bears fifty-four designs, arranged in six hori- 
zontal rows of nine stamps each. The design on the first is drawn reversed 
and is engraved—~. e. cut into the stone—while those on B are also reversed, 
but appears slightly raised. It is evident. this was a lithographic transfer 
made in the usual way from A. * * * The cut on stone A is quite fresh 
and very distinct, so that if more than one transfer had been taken we 
should not get the extremely poor blurred impressions we find among these 
stamps, and the gradual deterioration I have shown took place, by the post- 
marked copies I have already drawn attention to. No other stones or plates 
are to be found in the Coloniel Secretary’s Office, so there is little doubt, I 
think, that all the provisional stamps were produced from the two stones I have 
described. What I am not quite so sure of is, whether st imps were printed 
from stone A for issue to the public. The stone has blue coloring matter 
upon it, so impressions have evidently been taken off in this « olor, but 
whether these were merely proof copies or not, is, I think, uncertain. The 
process of printing stamps one at a time would be necessarily so tedious that, 
if resorted to at all, it would only have been so for a short period—say 
during the manufacture of the lithographic transfer. On the other hand, we 
find some of the earliest of these stamps with such clear impressions that 
they have somewhat the appearance of engravings, and they have been 
actually described as such by several philatelic writers, one of whom, the 
late Captain H. O. Weare, in a paper on “ The Stamps of Trinidad,” published 
in Zhe Philatelic Journal for April 15, 1872, went so far as to state the 
specimens I now refer to were printed from an engraved copper plate. My 
own belief is no stamps were printed from stone A for issue, and my opinion 
is corroborated by a horizontal pair of the earliest impressions in Mr. 
Tapling’s collection, These two stamps show the same distance between 
each other as some of the later issued poor copies do, which certainly belong 
to stone B, and both stamps have also evidently been printed at one and the 
same time. I am consequently of opinion that all the native stamps ever 
issued were printed from stone B, and that the impressions taken from this 
stone gradually degenerated, partly from wear and it may be partly from 
carelessnes in the printing of the stamps after Mr. Pétit’s death.” ; 
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I think there can be little doubt in the sind of any one at all familiar 
with the process of making stamps and stamp plates, that stone A is only 
the die from which stone B was produced by transfers, and the blue color on 
it is due either to the proof impresions, usually taken by engravers during the 
progress of their work, or to the ink employed in making the transfers 
Dies are not infrequently engraved on stone to-day, but I believe I 
may say they are never printed from. They are only intended for the 
production of transfers for lithographic stones. It is of course impossible to 
harden stone as steel dies and plates are hardened, and therefore the surface 
is comparatively soft and would soon wear away if used for printing. Indeed 
even the proofs are usually made on paper surfaced with a soft enamel. | 
have recently seen quite a number of these proofs. I think we may feel 
positive that all stamps were produced from stone B. ; 

In his articles Mr. Bacon also discusses the deterioration of the st: Amps 
and attributes it to bad cleaning of the stone or possibly the inability of 
of others, after Mr Pétit’s death, to make fresh transfers. 

I think few philatelists who visited the Worlds Columbian Exposition in 
in 1893 failed to see the beautiful exhibit made by the United States Post 
Office Department. One of the most interesting things in it was the large 
frame of stamps loaned by the Trinidad Government. I believe the st: am ps 
were the property of Messrs. James Graham Taylor and Lionel E. Legge, of 
Port of Spain, Trinidad. In the centre of the frame was a stone einaed with 
dull rose color and showing faintly the outlines of stamps with the familiar 
seated figure of Britannia. The stone was cracked and enclosed in a small 
wooden frame. Beyond doubt this was Mr. Bacon’s stone B, and the one 
from which the so-called lithographed stamps were printed. I took a good 
look at the interesting relic, though I am free to admit I found its surround- 
ings still more attractive, including as they did many fine blocks, splits 
Lady McLeods, etc. 

Mr. Bacon says his correspondent in Trinidad informed him the stone 
was still blurred with red color, showing the red stamps to have been those 
last printed. Ked was the color of the one penny stamp current at the time 
the provisionsals were last required and the color would naturally be made 
to conform, as far as possible, to that in regular use. The extreme rarity 
of this stamp cancelled and the quanity of unused remainders indicate but 
a short period of use. It was certainly not a thing of beauty 
necessity could excuse its creation. : 

I recently had a most interesting conversation on the subject of this 
stone with Mr. H.G. Mandel. I know of no one better able to speak on 
the subject of stamps than Mr. Mandel. He is an expert in engraving 
printing and everything which relates to the production of stamps ‘He was 
greatly interested in this stone and spent much time studying it, even giving 
it close scrutiny with a powerful magnifying glass. He tells me the stone 
is not a lithographic stone. After the impressions were transferred to it 
from the original die (Mr. Bacon’s stone A) they were ditten in with acid. 
The stone is practically etched. This accounts for the surface appearing 
raised, Mr. Mandel assures me there can be no doubt this is the correct 
nature of the work. He is familiar with the process and studied the stone 
until he was positive his conclusion was correct, being attracted by this 
unusal and extravagant method of producing stamps. I say extravagant 
because the stone could only be used for a short time, since the comparativ ely 
soft surface would naturally wear away rapidly under the heavy pressure 
of the printing press. We may presume its maker expected it to be in use 
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only for a brief period and considered it an easy and rapid means of produc- 
ing a stone which would give more finished results than lithography. The 
beauty of the first impressions proves the correctness of the latter conclusion. 
It is scarcely to be wondered that Captain Weare and others called them 
printings from copper plates. Knowing how the stone was produced and 
its friable nature, we can readily see how rapid would be the process of 
deterioration. Periods of rest, with the ink but imperfectly removed probably 
hastened its destruction 

Mr. V. Gurdji tells me that during a recent trip through the West Indies 
he learned that, on the return trip from Chicago, the stone was “ 
This being the case, Mr. Mandel’s observations 
of time. 


smashed.” 
were made in the nick 


IN SEARCH OF JHE 5FR. BELGIAN POSTAGE STAMP. 


By JuLes Bouvfz. 


(This article is an appendix to that which appeared in our August number). 


What were the motives which led the Belgian postal administration to 
bring out the 5 fr. postage stamp in 1878? This is the question which we 
must ask ourselves first of all, in order to determine the use which was made 
of this stamp and then obtain precise information so as to direct our search 
in the interests of philately. 

It may be well to mention that in Belgium, among the postal operations 
which are covered by postage stamps, there are only two whose importance 
can justify the issue in 1878 of a postage stamp for 5 fr. These are the pre- 
payment of insured letters with declared values and drafts deposited with the 
post office for collection, the tax on which has always been represented by 
postage stamps on the drafts themselves 

Although insured letters of declared value were in 1878 subject to the 
law of April 29, 1868, the proportional tax, or premium of insurance, had 
undergone successive reductions. The last, ordered by royal decree of May 
17, 1873, had lowered the rate from 50 centimes to 20 centimes per 1000 
francs. This was followed by a considerable increase of the amount of de- 
clarations of insured letters sent through the post. In the statistics of the 
administration we find the following information: 


Tax collected, pre- 
; No. of letters sent 
Years. Sums declared. paid in postage 
with values declared. stamps 

g, i, 
1860 135,459 49,451 ,029.07 52,320.50 
1872 172,572 92,514,503.05 59,531.50 
1878 255,502 220,247,205.08 183,109.04 

7 ] 


As will be seen, in less than six years the value of and the tax collected 
on matter of this category had more than doubled. It should also be 
mentioned that of the 255,502 insured letters sent in 1878, there were 1145 
over 1000 fr. for the interior and more than 500 over 4000 fr. for abroad 
which called for a tax of more than 5 fr. Add to this that even then im- 
portant shipments of valuable papers sent by post often included bonds on 
thick paper of considerable weight, which made the postage by weight amount 
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to more than the deine of insurance. It will then be understood that the 
prepayment of insured letters frequently exceeded 5 fr., and this it is which 
justified the decree of March 6, 1878, for the creation of the 5 fr. postage 
stamp. 

But the extension given in 1878 to the service of insured shipments was 
not the only thing which determined the Belgian postal administration to 
create this important value. The collection of business drafts, decreed by 
the law of May 12, 1876, and originally organized on a small scale, was soon 
greatly extended. From the 1st January, 1878, this service, which at first 
had been created only for the financial establishments and private individuals 
having an account at the National Bank, was extended to the most important 
towns of the kingdom, and on December 1, 1878, the administration ended 
by undertaking the collection of drafts for anybody, without distinction. 
This service therefore had also re-reached its maximum of development at 
the end of 1878. 

The charge for collection, covered by postage stamps on each draft, 
receipt or whatever it might be, was then 20 centimes per 100 fr., and reduced 
to 10 centimes per too fr., for amounts over 1000 fr. But on the rst 
November, 1879, the charge was again reduced and fixed at 10 centimes per 
100 fr., or part of roo fr., and on amounts of over 1000 fr., it was only 50 
centimes per 1000 fr., or part of tooo fr. These successive reductions con- 
tributed in a very marked way to increase the number of drafts, etc., of over 
1ooo fr. Out of 526,624 drafts, etc.. forming a total of fr. 127,408,856.85, 
deposited in 1878, there were 1076 which required the use of several stamps 
of 5 fr. and the total charge collected was Fr. 289,192. 10. 

In the table on page 403 of the August number of the /ourna/, in which 
the sale of the 48, coo stamps issued is divided over the yearsthey were in use, 
the enormous increase in the sale which took place in the years 1882 and 1883 
is very striking, as is also the decrease in 1884 as compared with 1883. The 
increase can be explained by the upward progress of the services in question 
and by the fresh advantages afforded to the public on June 2oth and September 
1oth, 1882, by the deposit and payment of business drafts, etc. As to the 
decrease which took place in 1884, it arises partly from the fact that im- 
portant shipments of valuable papers of great weight began then to be made 
by other than postal means, which were too costly, and partly from the com- 
petition of private companies who insured at a low price valuable papers, 
which were sometimes of great importance, which were enclosed in letters 
and presented at the post office with a declaration of an insignificent value. 
The administration for a long time sought, but in vain, to remedy this con- 
dition of things, which, however did not improved, and it was finally decided 
in 1887, to stop the issue of the 5 fr. stamp, when the stock was reduced to 
2400 copies. 

From the data which precede, and the account of the postal operations, 
the use of 5 fr. postage stamps from 1878 to 1887 has been calculated as 
follows : 

1° 29,600 stamps used for the prepayment of insured letters. 
2° 15,050 “ ¥ > drafts, etc. 
a? 950 for taxes to be collected on shipments not prepaid 


“se 


sent from one office to another. 

The stamp which were used for the prepayment of insured letters, and 
business drafts, etc., were all obliterated by means of a date stamp with 
the name of an office, as per illustration annexed. 
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As to the 950 stamps used for unpaid letters, they were cancelled by 
means of a roulette of the design shown herein. 








We may add that the first issue of 5 fr., stamps was composed of 100 
sheets of 300 stamps each, which were placed on sale in the post-offices of the 
first four classes. In 1884, 60 additional sheets or 18,000 stamps, which 
were divided in the same way. The second lot of stamps, of a paler shade 
than the first, which were of a brownish red, were catalogued separately by 
certain collectors. The pale red stamp was, moreover more highly esteemed 
and a greater value was attributed to it. Thus at time of the suppression of 
this stamp, the catalogue of Mr. Belin, Brussels, classed it as follows 

No. 55, 5 fr. pale red, unused 20 fr; used, 12 fr 
56 ‘5 fr. brown red, unused 1o fr; used, to fr. 
57, (Nos. §5 and 56 cancelled with roulette) 6 fr. 

If the stamps of 5 fr. which were used for the prepayment of insured let- 
ters can not be found to-day, this is not the case with those attached to bus- 
iness drafts, etc., received for « ollection by the post-ffic es, From their very 
nature, these have been carefully preserved by those on whom they were 
drawn; consequently, they present to collectors an immense field in which to 


glean, taking as a basis the information herein given. This search, I may 
say, has already given pretty good results. I will, particularly, quote a cir- 
cumstance which seems to bear out the statistical information furnished. A 


lover of philately, having collected a bundle of 427 business drafts, paid 
through the post office in 1881 by an important industrial concern in Belgium, 
found on six of them, of a value of from gooo to 14,000 fr., eight 5 fr. brown- 
red stamps cancelled with the date samp of the Brussels post office The 
examination of a bundle of 369 drafts, paid in 1882 by the same concern, led 
to the discovery of five more 5 fr. stamps of the same shade, also cane elled, 
one at Antwerp and four in Brussels. He was not so fortunate on examining 
a bundle of 386 drafts paid in 1886, for only one draft of more than 18,000 fr 
was found, the tax on which had been represented by a 5 fr. pale red stamp, 
two 2 fr.violet stamps, and other stamps of less value. 

These data show that a respectable number of cancelled 5 fr. Belgian 
stamps can be obtained, especially as we find from the statistics that from 
1878 to 1887 more than 15,000 stamps were used in Belgium for the tax on 
drafts. Let Belgian philatelists then go to work with courage, and they will 
not be long in bringing down the price of this stamp, which has hitherto 
been justly considered as a rara avis. 
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NOTICE. 


We wish to see cancelled copies of the 1867 Hawaiian 5 cent blue on 
blue paper, the doubtful variety with ‘“‘ Inter Island” on the left. If any of 
our readers have copies of this stamp we will be obliged if they will loan 
them to us for examination. A gentleman recently showed in our office one 
which proved to be cancelled with the mark of the San Francisco post office. 
We would particularly like to see this copy again. 


NOTES. 
Mr. ‘ urtis has shown us the following fancy products of the late sur- 
charges of Panama : 
roc on soc brown, bluish, “1” with slanting top 
Without ‘ Habilitado 1894” 
“4” with straight top 
a. Surcharged sideways up 
b. Surcharged sideways down 
5c on tec black and mauve, straight top 
Green surcharge. 
a. Surcharged sideways up ae 
b. Surcharged sideways down Jj vertical pair. 
aad — d J 
5c on 1oc black on mauve, curved top, thick figure. 
Red surcharge. 
Surcharge inverted, first a of 
two c’s (centavos). 
Thin figure, curved top. 
Red surcharge 
Surcharge inverted and centavos with two c’s (ccntavos). 
> > Rite {> > 


We illustrate below the 2p letter card of Victoria chronicled last month 


vertical pair. 


“ce 


HABILITADO”’ missing and centavos with 


et PPSOOHSE TESS OSOSHHOSSHOH OHSS OSES OSOSOSESE OSES STO ESO OOSEHs. 
. 


LETTER CARD 





POSSESSES ESESOSH OOOOH EHEHOEHEHEEH He 
FECES EESEESEHESEE THR AEE EEEEEEEEEEEEE 


We have seen a vertical pair of the 5 sucres of the 1892 issue of Ecuador 
imperforate between. 
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We copy the following newspaper clipping from 7he Post Office : 
“COMMEMORATION POSTAGE STAMP. 


“The Press Printing works at Pretoria have just received the order from 
the Government for printing one and a half million postage stamps, being the 
entire commemoration issue of the Transvaal new penny postage in special 
shape and design, approved of by the Executive Council. This important 
order will be turned out within four weeks, and stamp collectors should be 
on the gué vive for the first issue of the Transvaal.— Penny Post Vervoer Post- 
segels. 3 

> > > <> > 

According to Le Timbre Poste, the 1c yellow and 2c violet stamps of 
Peru with head of general Bermudez have been found with the surcharge 
inverted. 

We illustrate below the provisional Orange Free State card chronicled 
last month. 


8 EE 
\ it 


(wee 








BRIEF KAA RT. 


The Italian unpaid letter stamps of 50 and 100 lire were withdrawn 
from use on July 1st. 
# 3 ? @ 
Mr. F. J. Bescher writes us that he has received a letter from the Post- 
master-General of Turks Island, dated August 27, 1895, informing him that on 
envelopes of 2% pence had been issued. Notwithstanding this, Ze Zimdre 
Poste in its September number chronicles a second size of this envelope. 


4% <4 £4 <> 4% 


In Mr. Geo. L. Toppan’s “ Notes on United States Envelopes ’”’ in the 
A. J. of P. for September, page 445, it should read: “‘ The figures of value 
at the sides are noticeably wider, measuring about 34% mm.,” etc., instead of 
“334 mm.” 


, 


5 


Ay 


The current 8 cent of Canada is now printed in lilac gray, instead of 
slate. 


ra 4% og 


The London Philatelist states that the following varieties of West Aus- 
tralia exist in an imperforate and unused condition in the collection of a 
member of the London Philatelic Society; 1861, watermarked Swan; 1p lake, 
2p blue, 4p vermilion, 6p purple violet, 1sh green. 

=? & 2&2 2 ¢@ 
The London Philatelist chronicles a copy of the 9 pence lilac of South 
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Australia printed on both sides, perforated 114%4x12%, and the 2 pence of the 
1877-80 issue watermarked S. A. and Crown close together, and perforated 
11% all round. 
¢ & @&@ & © 
We illustrate below the provisional Timor stamps chronicled last month 





o & & 

The Italian Government is about to follow the example of other States, 
and to mark the national festival of the entry of the Italians into Rome by 
the issue of a new “Historical Postage Stamp.’’ A million copies will be 
ready for sale on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the liberation of Rome, in 
1870. The design of the new stamp, which was instrusted to Prof. Sezanne, 
is very elaborate, and somewhat overcrowded for its size. In the upper half 
of the picture sits the figure of Italy, with the iron crown on her head; she 
holds the sceptre in her right hand; and in her left the armorial shield of the 
House of Savoy. On the two steps of her throne are two inscriptions, the 
first of which originated with King Victor Emmanuel, and the second with 
the present King Umberto: 1. 

“In Rome we are, and in Rome we mean to stay”: 2. “Rome is in- 
tangible.” In other sections of the postage stamp are crowded a number of 
symbols—the she-wolf of Ancient Rome, the eagle of Savoy, profiles of the 
two modern Kings of United Italy, the Italian Crown, and the inscription 
‘Postal Stamp in Honor of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Liberation 
of Rome,” and the two dates, 1870 and 1895.—7Z7he Westminster Gazette. 

¢ & 2 & @ 

The 2%, 6, 8 pence and 1 shilling stamps of Grenada, will be issued on 
the first of this month in the same type as the current one penny (Postage 
and Revenue.) 

? 2 2 |] | 


The Post Office describes the secret marks of the Continental Bank Note 
Co., on the 15c stamp of 1873. It consists in widening the first vertical line 
at the left near the bottom of the upper left corner triangle and the diagonal 
line next to it, forming a V, of which the right branch is longer than the left 
one. 

















National Bank Note Co. Continental Bank Note Co. 
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We have received the following works for review 

Descriptive Catalogue and Price list of Postage Stamps for 1895-96; 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., London. 

Illustrierter Postw erthzeichen-Katalog, 1895; Gebr. Senf, Leipzig. 

The British Empire Postage Stamp Album, arranged by S. E. Skipton; 
William Brown, Salisbury, England. 

We shall have to postpone the review of these until next month, as the 
editor is now on his vacation in the Adirondacks. 

S$ od &@ 8B g 

According to the Nordisk P ilatelist Tidskrift, all the stamps of the 1863 
issue of Norway exist in four varieties, being arranged in groups of four on a 
sheet. 


CHRONICLE. 





UNITED STATES,—Mr. H. B. Phillips has shown us an uncatalogued 
telegraph stamp in the shape of a 5c. stamp issued in 1876 by the Colusa 
Lake and Mendocino Telegraph Co. 

Mr. Arlo Bates has shown usa 10 cent adhesive stamp issued by the 
Postmaster of Baltimore, of the same type as the well-known 5 cent stamp. 

Mr. Frank Brown informs us that the 1 cent unpaid letter stamp and 
the special delivery stamp are now printed on watermarked paper. The 
3, 4, 5, 8, 10 and 15c and 1 and 2 dollars have also been issued with 
watermark. 

Adhesive Stamps. 

Watermarked U. S. 


3c purple roc dark puce 
4c dark brown 15c dark blue 
5c chocolate id black 

8c puce 2d deep blue 


Unpaid Letter Stamp. 
tc deep claret 
Special delivery stamp 
toc blue 
Baltimore. 
1846. 


Siu 74 “ie ° Biauthan Sm 
5 Cents. 


oc black, bluish paper 
Telegraph stamp. 
Colusa Lake and Mendocino Telegraph Co. 


C.L, & M. 
i 4 
iS} 


Telegraph Co 


Perforated 12. 
5c black 








li tina 
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BRITISH BAST AFRICA.—According to the Monthly Journal, the 
Company’s territory having been converted into a British protectorate, the 
stamps have been surcharged “ British—East—Africa” apparently with a 
hand stamp. So far only three values have been seen. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Provisional issue. 
¥% a on 3c black on red, black surcharge 
¥% a brown, black surcharge 
4r blue, black surcharge 





BULGARIA. — 

We have received a new § stotinki unpaid letter stamp. 
In type it is similar to the preceding issue, but the letters of 
the inscription in the labels are larger, and the figure 5 has 
a double lined frame. 

Unpaid letter stamp. 

Pelure paper. 

Perforated 11%. 

§s orange 





We have received a series of four stamps which have 
just been issued in this country. ‘lhe value is expressed in 
Poon. 10 Poon = 1 cent, U.S. Currency. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 11%. 

5p yellow green 
1op deep blue 
25p violet brown 
50p mauve 





Fis1.—Le Timbre Poste chronicles the issue of the 1 and 1% penny 
postal cards, single and reply, with stamp of the same type as the current 
adhesives. 

Postal cards. 

1p black, white 
rxtp violet, white 
1%p dark green, white 
14%x1%p carmine, white 


GOLD COASsT.—According to the London Philatelists, the 20 shillings 
stamp is now obsolete, and has been replaced by one of the same type, but 
on which the value reads “‘ 1,4,” instead of “ 20 s.’ 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perforated 14. 

1£ brown on red 
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GUATEMALA — 


Mr. Allo informs us that the current 5 and 10 
centavos envelopes have been issued on August 
1oth, surcharged in black with new value and date, 
as per illustration. 

Envelopes. 

Provisional issue. 

White laid paper. 

Size 152x88 mm. 
2c on §c blue, black surcharge 
6c on roc carmine, black surcharge 





FARIDEOT.— 


We have seen the rt folus of the 1882 isssue printed in 


vermilion on white wove paper, This stamp i 


> Tal 7g ; | 1S ¢ atalogued in 
IL lack, blue and green only 
L i | , . . 5 7* 
ibs 2 3S Se 
\ 


ee Adhesive stamp. 
PRCEE White wove paper. 
= Imperforate. 
1f vermilion 


MBEXIOO.—We have received a “Servicio Urbano” card (Scott's I15t, 
green and black) which, having the 2 pesos stamp impressed upon it, in green, 
the color of the 2 centavos, has been cut down through the stamp, so as to 
show only the profile of the face of Hidalgo and the down stroke of the P of 
*‘ pesos,” and sold in this condition as a 2 centavos card.—(Month/ Bulletin). 

We have also received the following unchronicled envelopes with Wells, 
Fargo & Co.’s and Express Hidalgo’s franks with stamps of the current type 
Postal card. 

Size 125x91 mm. 
Perforated top, left and bottom. 


zc green and black on buff (2p card cut down) 
Envelopes. 


Wells, Fargo & Co 
White wove paper, blue inside. 
Size 152xgo. 
roc green, stamp 5c ultramarine (“para cartas % oz. en la Re publica Mexi 
cana exclusivamente ”’ in red) 
15c green, stamp roc rose lilac (“ para cartas 1 oz. en la Republica Mexi 
exclusivamente”’ in red) 
30c on roc green, stamp 20¢ brown lilac (“para cartas 1 oz. 4 Europa 
clusivamente ” in red) 
30c on 25¢ green, stamp z2oc brown lilac (“para cartas 2 oz. en la Ré publi 
Mexicana exclusivamente” in red) 


ina 


White wove paper. 
Size 227x100 mm. 
5c on 25§c green, stamp toc rose lilac (“para cartas 1 oz. en la Republica 
Mexicana exclusivamente” in red) 


_ 
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3oc on 25c green, stamp 20c brown lilac (“para cartas 1 oz. 4 Europa ex- 
clusivamente”’ in violet) 
Express Hidalgo. 
Orange-red laid paper. 
Size 152x90 mm. 
1oc brown, stamp §c ultramarine 


MOROCOO.—The current series of Masagan-Marakech has been com- 
pleted by the issue of a 20 centimos stamp of the same type as the other 
values. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 
20c lilac brown 


NETHBRLANDS.—According to the Monthly Journal, some sheets of 
the current 5c stamps are said to have been printed in orange instead of 
blue. It appears that the sheets were unnoticed when distributed, as a 
notice has been sent round for them to be returned to headquarters when 
found. Sofar none have been discovered by collectors. At the time of 
going to press we read in the Wederlandsch Tijdschrift voor Post-zegelkunde 
that some cancelled copies have been met with. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 

5c orange, error. 


NEWFOUNDLAND.— 





Z. x PENGaY! 


Mr. H. J. Duveen has shown us the 6% p orange. 
This value was not supposed to exist in this color. 

Adhesive stamp. 
6%p orange 


PARAGUAY.—According to Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste, the 
7 centavos of the issue of 1887 has been surcharged “ PRovisoRIO” in a 
curve and a large 5 over the old value. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Provisional issue. 

Perforated. 
5c on 7c chocolate, black surcharge 


PORTUGAL.—Mr. C. Witt has shown us a new roreis postal card issued 
on*August 17th, and Mr. Jules Le Retord sends us a 50 reis letter card with 
stamp of the same type as the current adhesive. 

The Philatelic Fournal of Great Britain also announces the issue of a 
new 20 reis reply card. 
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Postal cards. 


pit ETE POST ] \ 


Se “ 





aN 
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PORTUGAL E HESPANHA 2 U - 


BDEAZ REIS 


ror black, green 


zor x 20r lilac, duff 


Letter cara. 
sor blue on pale blue 


QUEBENSLAND.— 


Mr.Cooper informs us that on the 2d of August the y% penny 


stamp of the new type was issued on unwatermarked paper, 
with moiré on the back These were soon sold out (to 
speculators, of course) and on the gth of August the % 
penny was again issued—this time on Beer ]uty paper. 
The supply of these lasted only for a couple of days, and on 
the 15th, a third provisional issue was printed—~again on unwatermarked 
paper, but with a Q and Crown embossed on the face of the stamp, this is 
very indistinct unless immersed in benzine or alcohol. 

Adhesive sta mps. 

Provisional issue. 

Unwatermarked—moiré on the back. 

Perforated 12. 
%p green 

Beer Duty paper. 

Watermarked large Crown and Q sideways 

Perforated 12. 
ip green 
Unwatermarked paper, Q and Crown embossed on face 
Perforated 12. 
green 


= 


No 
wn 


RUSSIAN OFFICES IN THE LEYANT.—Postal cards of 4 kopeks, single 
and double, and a letter card of 10 kopeks, all with stamp of the same type 
as the current adhesives, have just been issued, J 
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Postal cards. 
4k green, duff 
4x4k green, duff 
Letter card. 
rok carmine and green, white 


SIAM. — 


We have received a provisional 10 atts stamps, made by 
surcharging the 24 atts stamps “ 10 atts.” I 
Adhesive stamp. 
Provisional issue. 
Watermarked a flower. 
Perforated. 
10a on 24a purple and blue, black surcharge 





SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIOC.—Three more provisionals have been 
issued. The first is a 4% penny stamp made by surcharging the current 1 
shilling stamp “Halve penny ’ in red, obliterating the original value by two 
lines. The second is a penny stamp made by surcharging the current 
2% penny stamp “1d” in green and obliterating the original value by 
heavy line of the same color. The third is a sixpenny stamp for which the 
current revenue stamp of the same value has been used, by surcharging it 
horizontally “ pPosTzEGEL”’ in green. We have not been able to discover 
any errors or varieties of surcharge. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Provisional issue. 


pst 





Perforated 12%. 
Y%p on ish green, red surcharge 
1p on 2%p mauve, green surcharge 


is ZS ae) 
ZES PENCE 





Perforated 11%. 
6p red, green surcharge 
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TONGA.—This country has just issued simultaneously a regular set of 
adhesives and a set of provisionals. The provisionals consist of the 2% penny 
stamp of the regular issue surcharged as per illustration. It seems to us that 
it will be necessary for the S.S.S. S. to look into the doings of this post 
office. 

Adhesive stamps. 


Regular issue. 
Unwatermarked. 





Perforated 12. 
Ip green 
2'4p rose 
5p blue 
7%p yellow 


Provisional issue. 


Unwatermarked. 





Perforated 12. 
44p on 2p rose 
Ip on 2p rose 
7424p on 2p rose 


Variety: Surcharce, instead of surcharge. 


sp on 2¥p rose 


THE SEEBECK QUESTION. 





~The Special Committee on the suppression of speculative stamps have 
decided to send the following petition to various South and Central 
American governments : 











4 
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‘On behalf of a large constituency of stamp dealers and stamp collectors 
the undersigned representatives of philatelists of all nations respectfully pre- 
sent the following petition for a discontinuance of the prevailing practice of 
frequently and unnecessarily changing issues of postage stamps. 


We are informed that the governments which have adopted this practice 
believe that it is justified by the money saving which results, because they are 
able to arrange with the engraver or manufacturer of the issues to take their 
entire surplus or waste in full payment of his services as a printer. We 
respectfully suggest that this belief is an error. On the contrary, the govern- 
ments are certain to lose rather than to profit by a continuance of the prac- 
tice, and that mainly for two reasons : 


(1.) Because, if the governments would themselves retain the entire 
control of their stamp issues and monopolize the sale thereof, the philatelists 
would buy large quantities directly from them at face value, instead of going 
to the printer, and the aggregate returns from government sales to stamp 
dealers and stamp collectors would far exceed in amount any reasonable 
cash compensation which the printers would fairly charge. 

(2.) Because, the growth of this practice, which has converted the 
manufacturer into a stamp speculator and has placed the governments in a 
false attitude as confederates and abettors in this speculation, has aroused 
world-wide discontent and indignation among philatelists ; so that hundreds 
of philatelic societies have détermined to refuse a market to these speculative 
stamps and have branded the issues as philatelic bastards. The result is, or 
very soon will be, that the practice will defeat its own commercial purpose as 
a means of making the postage stamp a salable article of merchandise. 


But, wholly irrespective of the financial side of the question, we appeal 
to the governments to discontinue the practice on higher grounds; on grounds 
of political morality or, what the practical politician would prefer to call, 
political expediency. For there can be no doubt that the resort to this 
practice tends to weaken the credit of the governments which support it. 
The inference which is commonly drawn is that governments resort to this 
practice only when they are too poor to pay incash for the services of the 
manufacturer. 

If, in reply to this, it is said that those who deal in and purchase stamps 
are too insignificant a class to affect public opinion, we respectfully warn 
against the fallacy of this estimate of fhe number, character and influence of 
the community of philatelists. The stamp dealers ‘and collectors are numbered 
not by hundreds or thousands, but by millions. The devotees of philately are 
not confined to any one country ; they are to be found in large numbers in 

every civilized nation on the face of the globe. Nor are they insignificant i in 
character or influence ; they are naturally found in those ranks of society 
which represent education and enlightenment, because the uneducated cannot 
be intelligent collectors. And not only crowned heads and members of royal 
and princely houses are among the enthusiasts, but also the princes of finance— 
notably such bankers as the Rothschilds. 

Is it a matter of indifference then to a government what this large and 
influential class of philatelists thinks of its financial standing? Can it be 
indifferent to a nation to be regarded as so poverty-stricken that it cannot pay 
the ordinary expenses of its postal office ? 








= 
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The philatelic societies have declared war against what are now known 
as “speculative” issues, They have branded these issues as unworthy of a 
place in postage stamp collections. They have bound themseles to refuse a 
market to these issues and have thus rendered them practically unsalable ex- 
cept directly by the governments. They have denounced the practice of 
issuing them as irregular, illegitimate and immoral. 


In the face of this widespread denunciation and of this open declaration 
of war, what is the statesmanlike policy of the governments? Is it not to 
discontinue at once and thereafter the objectionable practice. 


One of the most prominent manufacturers—we refer to Mr. N. F. See- 
beck, of the Hamilton Bank Note Co.—has already publicly proclaimed 
himself a convert to the now wide-spread prejudice against the speculative 
issue, although he will probably be the chief sufferer by its discontinuance. 
The tide of public opinion has set in too strongly against the practice to 
warrant his further resistance. And the philatelists have prevailed upon him 
to declare publicly that, if he could honorably cancel his engagements with 
the various governments and receive a binding assurance that no similar 
contracts would be entered into with any other manufacturer, he would 
gladly consent to annul any subsisting contracts which are objectionable on 
the grounds above stated. But naturally, such cancellation on his part must 
be preceded by a request on the part of the governments who constitute the 
other parties to his agreements. 

We therefore respectfully and earnestly petition your honorable govern- 
ment to give this matter immediate and serious attention, and not only to 
take the steps necessary to cancel subsisting contracts for the issue of 
speculative stamps, ¢. ¢., stamps which are paid for by surrender of balances 
to the printer as compensation for the printing of the issue, but also to enact 
such laws or establish such postal regulations as will render impossible a re- 
petition of the practice of printing stamps expressly for other than their 
ostensible and legitimate use. 

In any event, we assure you, on behalf of the philatelic societies and of 
the large philatelic world which they represent, of our most sincere respect, 
and we trust that you will appreciate the friendly and cordial spirit which 
prompts this respectful petition.” 


OUR ENGLISH LETTER. 


LONDON, rgth September, 1895. 
The pressure of other matters has, I regret, prevented me, for some 
months, from contributing my usual quota of chit chat on matters philatelic. 
Material has been abundant, but enforced absence from London on other 
business has barred the way. 


And now the question is, where shall we commence so as to avoid being 
stale and unprofitable, and yet omit nothing that I should be expected to 
cover? 
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Well, to begin, one must not overlook the work of the Society for the 
Suppression of Speculative Issues. It is now fairly launched, and already its 
influence is far reaching It has admittedly condemned nothing so far that 
does not richly deserve to be condemned, and there is an evident desire to 
walk warily in this matter. Its first circular condemning, for all time, the 
issues of the stamp jobbing ports of China was, perhaps, a little bit too much 
in the wholesale line ; still it was a bit of comprehensive work that will save 
a lot of trouble for some years to come. 


Of all the interesting results of the agitation against speculative issues, 
probably Mr. Seebeck’s letter in your September number, will be reckoned as 
by no means the least important. It will be somewhat of a surprise to most 
collectors, on this side, at all events, that Mr. Seebeck turns out to be himself 
an “ardent collector,” and it will be still more surprising that he should con- 
sider that he has been advancing the best interests of our hobby by a whole- 
sale production of utterly indefensible and purely speculative issues If he 
knows anything of the aims of true philately he must know that it is devoted 
to the study of postal needs, and how they are met in each State ; and not to 
the study of postal shifts in the direction of pure speculation. The various 
States included in the Seebeck contracts have no more need of new issues, 
and new designs, every year, than a cat has need of two tails. It is in this 
annual flood that philately has been injured, and I challenge Mr. Seebeck to 
produce a single philatelic authority, from the collectors side, that has ever 
given a shadow of previous sanction to his so-called business methods. I am 
an old philatelist. I have been a constant reader of our literature, and though 
possessed of a retentive memory, I can recall nothing but condemnation of 
his so-called business methods. That they are profitable to himself at the 
expense of collectors, or that he has turned out many exquisite designs, no 
one, I suppose, will gainsay, but let him enter the lists with any attempt to 
prove that he has done more good than harm to philately, and I fancy he will 
soon be disabused of his opinion that his methods have ever been approved 
by philatelists. 


Still let bygones be bygones, let us make ample room for N, F. Seebeck at 
the penitent form, and let us help him to be indeed, what he says he is in spirit, 
a loyal and ardent philatelist. Some dear souls live such excellent lives that 
their conversion is said to make little or no apparent change in the even 
tenor of their ways. You want to effect the change in a real uncompromis- 
ing old sinner to note the difference, they say. So I reckon it must be in 
Mr. Seebeck’s case. His conversion to true philatelic aims would be an 
event demanding a day of general philatelic thanksgiving, and I will gladly 
subscribe a few dollars to the commemorative proceeding, once I am assured 
of the reality of the change. 





But Mr. Seebeck makes hard conditions for his own admission into the 
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philatelic heaven. He wants us to persuade his customers to cancel his con- 
tracts, and bind themselves not to make similar contracts with his competi- 
tors. The task is hard—impossible. He has so pampered their appetite for 
our philatelic blood that we cannot expect to ever offer it anything that will 
satisfactorily take its place. The sweets of the profits that he has, with his 
philatelic knowledge, prepared for them will be yielded up only to the boycott. 
When we have reduced those profits to next to nil then and: then only will 
the production of postage stamps be dominated by postal requirements. 
The one aim of our agitation is to reduce the production of postage stamps 
to the needs of postal requirements, and we shall stop short of nothing but 
that. 


Mr. Seebeck complains somewhat bitterly of personal animus against 
himself. I cannot say how far the charge is pertinent on your side, but on 
this side I can assure him that his personality is entirely lost in the system 
that he has inaugurated for the annual levy on philatelic pockets. Of the 
man, as an individual, we know absolutely nothing ; theréfore, there can be 
no personal animus on our side but for his system we have the most un- 
disguised contempt. 


The chroniclers seem to be somewhat at a loss to locate the Bussahir 
State which has taken to issuing stamps on its own account. You were the 
first to chronicle the stamps, and you said you were unable to find the State 
in any atlas or gazeteer. Major Evans and Mons. Moens confess to being 
similarly unsuccessful in their researches. I cannot understand where the 
difficulty comes in’ It is one of the Punjab Hill States, and is fully des- 
cribed in Hunter’s gazeteer of India It is to be found in Keith Johnston’s 
gazeteer, in the gazeteer portions of Webster’s dictionary, and in the Stand- 
ard dictionary, and also in the excellent cyclopaedia of names published by 
the Century (‘o The estimated population of the State in +872 was 20,000. 
It is under British protection and is required to furnish troops in aid of the 
British Government in time of war, and labor for the construction of roads 
in the Bashahr territory. The name, like most Indian names, is variously 
spelled Bussahir, as on the stamps; Bashahr, by Dr. Hunter ; Bussaher by 
Keith Johnston ; Bassahir and Bisser by others. 


There is said to be a scheme on foot for the confederation of the States 
of the Malay peninsula, with the exception of Johore. Such a confederation 
will mean one series of stamps for all the States, with the one exception 
named, Good luck to confederation all the world over, say we of the 
philatelic class. 


It has been announced, and it has also been denied, that English colonial 








504 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 








stamps are to be on sale in London at the offices of the various Agents 
General for the colonies. From what I have heard of the news I believe 
more in the announcement than in the denial. How it will affect stamp 
dealers and collectors I cannot say. Probably any one will be able to get 
colonial stamps at face value by calling at the offices, but it is not expected 
that our country collectors will be able to obtain supplies by writing. 


I have just seen the long expected new catalogue of the firm of Stanley 
Gibbons. In the matter of paper, print and illustration it is disappointing, 
but much will be forgiven in view of the excellent innovation of separating 
the adhesives. post cards and envelopes into separate books. Of the varia- 
tion of the prices I must wait an opportunity for detailed examination, but 
I am told that there has been a big advance on many things. I note, in 
passing, that the five shilling Zulu that I told you there had been a rush to 
corner some months since, has advanced from double face to sixty shillings 
unused, and eighty shillings used. 


There has been quite a wave of righteous indignation in certain quar- 
ters here at the sudden discovery that we have been entertaining unawares a 
well known philatelic shark who goes under various aliases, but is best 
known as Quail. Here he posed as Tomasso Coelho, from Venezuela, I 
met the fellow at some of the Auctions, and at adealers. He certainly 
could talk stamps well. He is a pleasant, good looking darkie with, I should 
say, a mixture of very bad white blood. Of course he has sloped with a 
considerable haul. Our Treasury has been appealed to, but declines to 
prosecute. The man is said to be under surveilance with the view to his 
extradition, but the technicalities in the way seem to favor his escape from 
justice, He is now with you, Take care of him. You are welcome to him. 
But I should recommend all Philatelic journals to issue a warning, and to 
place alongside that warning the excellent photograph of the man that was 
recently published by Hilckes & Co., in their Stamp Collectors Fortnightly. 


Mr. M. P. Castle has been made a J. P. which being interpreted means, 
not Jolly Philatelist, but Justice of the Peace; in other words, a magistrate; 
and ever since, it is said, he has been thirsting for a real live stamp thief to 
practice on. What such a sinner would get from M. P. Castle J. P. it would 
be hazardous to say, little short of a life sentence probably. 


The sensation of the hour is the way in which Mr. C. J. Phillips has 
gone for the last Senf Catalogue. He declares his firm conviction that “in 
hundreds and hundreds of cases the prices have been 4nowingly placed far 
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below the true value in order to enable the publishers to purchase the stamps 
in question.” Warmish that! And now we are waiting for a meeting on some 
vague frontier, with an arrangement for pistols for two, and coffee for one. 
Perforation one, at twenty paces, would be entertaining, if not quite novel, 
in philatelic circles. Senf, I am told will reply inthe Stamp Collectors Fort- 
nightly right away. 

Messrs. Hilckes & Co, seem to be very active in adding to their novelties 
in the shape of philatelic supplies. Their last ventures are new perforation 
guages, one on paper and the other on boxwood. Their millimetre measures 
in ivory for measuring surcharges is one of the neatest philatelic tools ever 
produced. I wish they or some one, could be induced to turn out a companion 
perforation guage in ivory. It would not need to be much larger. 

Another venture of Messrs Hilckes is an Inquiry Bureau. Mr. Tomasso 
Coelho “having cleared out successfully, it is proposed to shut the stable door 
in future on his kith and kin. Tothis end a sort of Bradstreet’s Philatelic 
Inquiry Bureau has been started by Messrs. Hilckes & Co.. who state that as 
soon as they have placed it on a satisfactory basis they will relinquish the 
management, and hand it over tothe philatelic public in the form of a Limited 
Company, quite independent from their business. 





There is trouble, not to say entertainment, brewing in various philatelic 
directions. There are a few people about who do not love each other as they 
should, consequently they are ever on the watch to show up each other and 
to put a shotin each others lockers. Sometime ago a certain party got a 
backhander from a certain society, then the society got one under the fifth 
rib in return, then the society hit back curiously but not convincingly. Ever 
since the parties to this little conflict have been doing a cat and dog watch. 
The latest developement is amusing: one has, by the help of a third party, 
impounded a priced stock book belonging to the other and has authoritively 
demanded from that other an explanation how it comes about that such a 
boasted philatelic authority deals openly in forgeries, as evidence by some 
fifty glaring forgeries in his book for advanced collectors. And so the play, 
which may become a tragedy goes on. I dare not say more, or I, a man of 
peace, may put my foot into hot water. 

E. J. NANKIVELL. 


COMMUNICATION. 
To NATIONAL PHILATELICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS: 

Do not neglect to send me word if you wish exchange sheets sent you. 
Any information in regard to the exchange or auction will be given upon 
request. 

No member will receive sheets unless through written request. 

Good thing, push it along. 

Very truly yours, 
G. W. D. CRITTENTON. 


Auction and Exch. Sup'’t. 
208 West End Ave., N. Y. 
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STATEN ISLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 


Branch of the A. P. A. 





Meetings held the third Thursday of each month, Cc icati ee er NE 
at 8 o’clock P. M., at Loescher’s Hotel, 86 Canal ——— . ‘h B 36. aa: 
St., Stapleton, 8. 1., N. Y. tgs ae 8 e, ee ae 

President, AuGust Dejonce. 

Secretary, Rosert S. LEHMAN. Communications relating to Examination of 


For information address the Secretary, 9 W. ~~ ~ er Gee address Henry Clotz. P. O- 


116th St., N. Y. 





150th meeting of the Staten Island Philatelic Association, held Septem- 
ber 1s 9th, 1895. 

Present: President August Dejonge in the chair, Mrs. Clara Albrecht, 
Messrs. Henry Clotz, R. F. Albrecht, Oscar Dejonge, R. H. Roher, Henry 
Obert, R. S. Lehman, and as visitors Mrs. Lizzie Benary and Messrs. 
Brueckenstein and Carstanjen. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:25 rp. M. The minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting were read and accepted as read. 

Mr Aug. Dejonge proposed Mr. Albert C. Carstanjen, and Mr. Henry 
Obert proposed Mr. William Clausen for membership. Refered to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, 

The President made a felicitious speech welcoming our members Mr. 
and Mrs. Albrecht and Mr, Niedermeyer, who have been absent abroad for 
some time, 

Mr. Lohmeyer presents the Monthly Bulletin of the Postal Card So- 
ciety for 18-19, which the members heartily thank the kind donor. 

Mr. Wm. H. Hahn, of Louisville, Ky., sent a communication containing 
items of philatelic interest in regard to St. Louis stamps, which was placed 
on file in the scrap book with thanks to the sender. It is to be hoped that 
other members wi!l not fail to follow this members example. 

Mr. J. O. Hobby tendered his resignation, the consideration of which 
was laid over until the next meeting. 

The committee on the banquet at Credos Hotel, South Beach, of Au- 
gust 26th, 1895, reports that the affair was a complete success. It was 
attended by about sixty of the members and their friends. The menu was 
of the best, our member, Mr. Otto Credo being famed for having the best 
cuisine at South Beach. It was also a success financially, there being a 
balance of $8.30 over all expenses, which amount, it was proposed and car- 
ried to place in the Treasury. 

The meeting adjourned at 9.50 P. M. 

After adjournment our Steward, Mr. Loescher, spread before us a 
bounteous lunch in honor of our seafaring member, Mr. Niedermeyer,{and 
the wanderers from the fold, Mr. and Mrs. Albrecht. The lunch and its 
liquid accompaniment were partaken of with great relish, and the rest of the 
evening was spent in solo and chorus singing, comic and tragic recitations, 
etc , by the members, and all departed in the best of spirits. 

The next meeting will be held on October 17th, 1895. 


Rost. S. LEHMAN, Secretary, 
210 E, g5th St., N. Y, City. 
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